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BATHERS NEED HAVE
NO FEAR OF SHARKS

Fish Expert Declares One That
Killed Swimmer May Have
Sought to Attack Dog.

‘Deapite the death of Charlen Epte
Ing vansant at Boach Haven Batarday
and the report that two sharka have
beoz caught In that vicinity recontly,
[ d¢ not kalleve thers iw wny ronmson
why people should hesltate to go In
swinming at the boaclies o fear of
‘manseaters,'” sald Flih Conmisslon-
ar Jumes M, Maooban, of Phisdelphia,

“In the fiest place ihe fnformntion In
regurd to the shatks It Indefinite, and
frorm what I have read X shoild hard-
Iy btellove that young Yansani wax st-
tacked by a ‘mun-eaten’ Exopt for a
fow harmiless spocies, mont shaths are
pelagic, that in, they elong far cut to
-on.. 'rh'y nre wandeiwrs who seldom

ch the shore., and when cone In
tound ln aballow water woe may know
that it e asteay, Occaulorally the
yousg sharks come lmhore, dut those

[ |dguta wre nof dangorvums. Taw shiark
|¥nown am the ‘man-oaler® In the *blue
shiari,” whigh In tropical waters grows

1o a lenmth of 34 feet. These which
dris Inthore are caught somstimoa In
nate by flabaggien along the const, wl-
tho ther are rare In north Atlantle
wnters, G, Mrown Goode, United
Stutew Piah Commiwloner In 1811,
wtizten In ors of hls varly ceportn that
only three of thewse Hek had boon meoen

‘lon thia conw: In 40 years, and hacCthelr

average length le mine fowi. Thoe only
ather shark known here fs the ‘basking
ahark,’ which grows (9 & length of {0
foot, hut ls perfectly hairmless and hoaw
not the ternble triangular teoh of tho
‘man-eater,’ It frequemvie the socth Al-
lantlk form New ngland to tie Arctle
oceus,

*There are, to my mind, two yoan|-
'Billths as © the woy In which Vane
‘mant was atlacked at Beach Huvon. At
the time ths young man was In the

high wator and was parconel by the
tide. Being unalle to move gulekly
nnd without food, he had come In to
attack the dog and smayped ot the
man In pasing. Thoto s o shelving
shore at Bexch ¥aven, unitke the fat
beacies at Atlastic City aand Cape May
and this fuct makes such & hypothosis
more probatloe,

"The atpangsat part of tlo mattor,
hawever, (8 that the akark should at-
ek a man cr all, Ninesy ~five per coni.
of tke ‘maz-eater’ stories oze heam
are pure romance, for with the excep-
tion of tha mhovel.noss' the shark is
naturally & limid antmal, living far out
at sea and cover aflackisng men cxcept
when foreed to. It may be that tho
shark had been caught in shallow wa-
ter, tiroed cver on hls side by tha tide
and dumped against the man wiihout
meoing hilrmx untfl he touched him. In
the past 100 years there have not been
halr a dozen cazes of Altxcks reported
in the nceth Atlantl: ccean,

“I do not think that the shark was
= hammer-hod, ns has been reported,
for t2ix shark is not maturally feroclous
and snless helpless would perver hawve
allowsd himsalf to appronch the man.
It Iy of courze possidle that ancther
such case may cocur, bat 1 fo not be-
Heve that it [ probable

wurt playing with a deg, ard i may bo |
that & small shoark bad Jdrifted In at |
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